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Writers Rules
· What are Writers Rules?  Writers rules are guidelines to follow when going through the writing process.  While it’s a lot of stuff, by doing this you’ll end up with an essay more representative of your potential as writer and critical thinker.
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1. Read the rubric and all directions before writing any draft

2. Write on one side of the paper only
3. Follow MLA Format (See page 6 of the “Write Way” packet)
4. Put thesis and restatement of thesis in bold italics

5. Put statements (topic sentences) in body paragraphs in different color ink in bold.
6. Read “Pointers” before making any revisions 

7. All drafts are double-spaced, except in-class, timed essays

8. All final drafts must be word-processed
9. All final drafts must have an original title

10. Read all drafts out loud to yourself before writing the next draft or turning in the final draft
11. Highlight revisions on revised and final draft. Focus on content!
12. Run a “Spell Check” and “Grammar Check” (see page 13 of “Write Way” packet)
13. Use the “Write Way” packet throughout all drafts  
14. All essays due at beginning of period, already organized to Essay Turn-in format requirements 

15. Organize your essay and prewriting in the following Essay Turn-in Format: 

A. Final draft/glossed draft   B. Works cited page  C. Revised draft/rough draft with rubric attached            
D. Self and peer evaluations (with comments in margins) F. Formal outline, all brainstorms                             
G. No title page, binders or folders, just stapled in upper-left corner

Pointers

· What Are Pointers? 

· Pointers are words or things that should be avoided in an essay for stylistic purposes, unless from a directly cited source. Each time one is used, one percent is deducted from the score on your essay.
1.  cute 
6.  all contractions



11.  o.k. or okay 

2.  nice 
7.  etc.  (etcetera)



12.  Confusing their, there, they’re

3.  stuff 
8.  should of (correct is “should have”)
13.  Confusing two, too, to
4.  a lot 
9.  would of (correct is “would have”)
14.  Confusing were, we’re, and where 5.  all slang 
10. could of (correct is “could have”)
15.  Confusing your and you’re
16. Starting a sentence  with “because,” “and,”  “but,” “nor,” and “so”

17.  You (find another noun or pronoun as a substitute)

18.  Using numbers instead of words for numbers under 100.  Exceptions:  date and time.

19.  Any abbreviation

20.  “In conclusion,” “In closing,”  “In summary,” etc.
21.  Using “said” more than twice in an essay
22.  Using a slash as punctuation (except when citing poetry or songs)

23.  Using “this shows” or “for example” more than once in an essay
24.  Using an author, person, or source’s first name
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